XV
THE JUDGMENT
RA GIOVANNI was led before the Magistrates  of the  Republic to be judged   according   to   the   laws   of Viterbo.    And  one of the Magistrates said to the guards : " Take his chains off him.    For every person accused should appear freely before us." And Giovanni thought:
"Why does the Judge pronounce words that are not straight ?"
And the first of the Magistrates began to question the holy man, and said to him :
" Giovanni, bad man that you are, being thrown in prison by the august clemency of the laws, you have spoken against those laws. You have contrived with wicked men, chained in the same dungeon as yourself, a plot to overthrow the order stablished in this city."
The holy man Giovanni made answer : " Nay!   I  but   spoke  for  Justice   and  Truth. 223